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In & around the Benefice…. 
13th June | The Second Sunday after Trinity 

@BeneficeYardley  

https://www.facebook.com/YardleyHastingsBenefice 

www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.org  

TODAY’S SERVICES: 

 10.00am  Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby with Rev Amanda   

 10.00am Zoom Church with Rev Morna, Join Zoom Meeting with a computer or tablet: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82935376464?pwd=S3lVVkhHdW5qRHJybi9yaXBVMWFLQT09 
with Meeting ID: 829 3537 6464 and Passcode: 982641 

 
Or to join from the telephone: 0131 460 1196 with Meeting ID: 829 3537 6464 and Passcode: 982641 

 

Dial-a-Sermon is also available on 01604 263361 where you will be able to hear from Rev Morna 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP:  

 15th June 10.30am Prayer and Fellowship St Margaret’s, Denton 

 16th June 9.30am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Grendon with Rev Amanda 

 23rd June  Midweek Communion is cancelled for this week only 

NEXT SUNDAY 

 20th June 8.00am Holy Communion  St Mary the Virgin, Whiston with Rev Amanda 
 20th June 10.30am Holy Communion  St Mary’s, Grendon with Rev Amanda 
 
Please note : There will be no zoom church on 20th June but you are welcome to join the service at  
 Whiston or Grendon. Contact the relevant churchwarden to check that there is space: 
 Whiston - jmgraves@hotmail.co.uk, Grendon - grendonchurchwardens@gmail.com 
 
  

The good news of Jesus Christ speaks of welcome for all, with a particular regard for those who 

are most vulnerable, into a community where the value and dignity of every human being is  

affirmed and those in positions of responsibility and authority are truly trustworthy.   

‘Amanda’s Final Farewell’  

Following on from Rev Amanda’s ‘Farewell Tour’ of all the churches in our 
benefice this month, we have a final chance to say our goodbyes on  
Sunday 20th June, from 2.00pm - 4.00pm, on the Green in Denton. 

Please bring a flask of your chosen beverage. Cake will be provided! 

Since we are limited to 30 people at one time it is essential that you  
reserve your place by email to yardleyhastingsbenefice@gmail.com  

As we may need to split the event into two hour-long sessions to  
accommodate everyone, please state your preferred hour when booking

(2pm - 3pm or 3pm - 4pm) and we will do our best to allocate your chosen 
slot, on a “first come, first served” basis.  

mailto:liztyardley@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/YardleyHastingsBenefice
http://www.yardleyhastingsbenefice.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82935376464?pwd=S3lVVkhHdW5qRHJybi9yaXBVMWFLQT09
mailto:yardleyhastingsbenefice@gmail.com


New This Week... 
 

Prayer and Fellowship at Denton on Tuesday 
mornings from 10:30am -  
this will begin in church on  

Tuesday 15th June from 10:30am  
and will have a short time of prayer  

followed by a time to catch up.  
Bring your own refreshments if possible - if not, 

don’t worry, we will provide! 

 
 
 

Book club 
 
 
 
 

Book club met on the 1st of June and chose the 
following books to read next: 

 
“The Woman in the White Kimono” by Ana Johns  

“Home Stretch” by Graham Norton   
 

We meet again on Wednesday 21st July  
(not the 23rd as previously advertised) 

 
It is hoped we can meet in person so details  

will follow once it becomes clear what the  
guidelines will be at that time.  

 
Do join us if you can, all are welcome, and don’t 

worry if you can only read one of the books - 
most of us only manage to read one.   

  

Liz Taylor.  

Calling All Crafters!!  
 

We are starting a monthly crafting group on  
 

Tuesday 22nd June.  
 

We hope that this will be an in person event but 
COVID restrictions may mean that it is done  

virtually. The group will meet from 2.30pm and it 
will be an hour or so of craft and fellowship,  

venue to be confirmed. Please feel free to bring 
your own craft but there will be some crafts  

available for you to do if you'd prefer.  
The first craft will be card making and making 

cards will be part of what we as a benefice will be 
doing for our schools  

(see the feature on blessing our schools)  
Do feel free to email me, liztyardley@aol.com, 
with any questions and I am really looking for-
ward to seeing some of you in person on the 

22nd June at 2.30!  
 

Please contact me if you need a lift. 
 

 Liz  

 

Blessing Our Schools.  
 

We are called to serve and one way we can do 
this is by praying for and blessing our schools 

with cards and hospitality.  
 

Each week we are asked on our newsletter to 
pray for our schools and I would really encourage 
you to offer prayers for our schools and their staff 

and pupils, not just on a Sunday but whenever 
you pray.  

 
I would like to send cards to each school to let 

them know we are praying for them and from time 
to time send cards into school with words of  

encouragement and cakes or other delights or 
treats for the staff.  

 
It would be wonderful to do this at the start and 

the end of each half term. I will co-ordinate this in 
Yardley Hastings but am looking for someone to 

do this in Denton and Grendon.  
 

The first crafting group on Tuesday 22nd June will 
be making cards that we can send to our schools. 

 
 Do please email me, liztyardley@aol.com if 

you'd like to be involved and if you'd like to  
co-ordinate this in Denton or Grendon.  

Liz       

Please note : Rev Janet is on holiday this week 



 

REFLECTION 

Our Gospel passage this week features Jesus trying to break open the concept or idea of the Kingdom of God as 
that which cannot be controlled or pre-empted. Inevitably there were those who found Jesus’ words quite confusing. 
A number of years ago I found myself writing the piece of spoken word below in response to the idea that the  
Kingdom of God is difficult to quantify and does not follow human logic. To explain a little Clock Tower is a central 
meeting point in Leicester where people are often proclaiming their messages. I invite you to read it and encourage 
you to think about your own understanding of the Kingdom of God here - in our villages. Where do you see it 
sprouting up? Ultimately, what is God doing around us, and how can we get involved? Do please be in touch if you 
would like to reflect further with me. 
 

The Kingdom of God 
 
Have you heard about the child by clock tower who proclaimed the Kingdom of God was close at hand? That it  
began long ago as little more than a grain of sand, yet now it is so big we can actually grasp it, see it, touch it, taste 
it and feel it…she pointed round about shouting “It’s there, see over there, and there and here!” Here? She was 
pointing at her own heart. Talk about elevating yourself or being full of self-importance?! I mean who was she to 
lecture the city of Leicester calling them to repent from their ways? She was barely out of nappies!  
 
It would have been different of course if Christ had proclaimed the good news, that the Kingdom of God was here, 
amongst us, that it had started off as small as a mustard seed and grown beyond all recognition. People would 
have stopped in their tracks and taken note. His charisma and divinity would have shone through. There would 
have been no questions about his legitimacy to address the human race and request of them to turn from their 
ways. We would be out there now, seeking the very treasure of the Kingdom just to please him! 
 
This child though; she’s mad, completely crazy - her lift doesn’t go up  t’ top! She was actually deluded, pointing, 
and screaming like she was seeing things. I wonder whether she was on drugs? Perhaps she deserves my pity not 
my condemnation. That said, it was a cruel joke; those who listened were actually taken in. They thought the end of 
the world was coming; like God in heaven, as another planet crashing from the clouds, destroying all that we have 
ever known. People were on their phones calling loved ones to say goodbye! 
 
And yet the Kingdom of God is nothing like that is it? I mean the real Kingdom of God, heaven, where God dwells 
and where people go when they die. It isn’t a place that we can visit whilst we are alive. It won’t protect us from the 
perils of this life, will it? As for this idea that the Kingdom of God grows, well that defies physics! Places can’t  
actually expand. She even said that people should get rid of all that they own, give it away to gain this Kingdom…
well that’s impossible - how could we all own it or have a share in it?  
 
Every blessing, 
 
Morna 

Please hold in your prayers this week: 

• Our village communities as people begin to venture out 

• Those who are lonely, fearful or anxious 

• All who have been, and continue to be, affected by COVID-19 

• Children, teachers and staff returning to school 

• Schools in our benefice (Grendon C of E, Denton and Yardley Hastings Primary Schools) 

• Young people struggling with mental health 

• Those who are in residential care or housebound, among them: Audrey Desborough,  

Ruth Williams, Ann and Colin Dix 

• Those struggling in body, mind or spirit, among them: Margot Rose Jones (Duston),  

Cooper Johnson (Denton), Jenny Payne, Judith Keggin, Jane Cave, Freddie Hogan, Mandy Bates, 

Jo Cawley, Michelle Wright 

• The recently departed, amongst them Hazel Baile (Yardley Hastings), David Jeffery (Castle  

Ashby), and all who grieve at this time including Hazel’s daughter Emma 



The Collect 
 
Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
 
First reading 
Ezekiel 17:  22-24    
 
Thus says the Lord God: 
I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; 
I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its 
young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain. 
On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, 
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its 
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 
All the trees of the field shall know that I am 
the Lord. 
I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree 
flourish. 
I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 5.6-17 
 
Brothers and sisters, 
we are always confident; even though we know that 
while we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we 
do have confidence, and we would rather be away 
from the body and at home with the Lord. So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our 
aim to please him. For all of us must appear before 
the judgement seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to 
persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to 
God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences. We are not commending ourselves to 
you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast 
about us, so that you may be able to answer those 
who boast in outward appearance and not in the 
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 
we are in our right mind, it is for you.  

 

The love of Christ urges us on, because we are 
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all 
have died. And he died for all, so that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who 
died and was raised for them. 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 
human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new!   

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
Mark 4: 26-34  
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Such a large crowd gathered around Jesus that he 
got into a boat and began to teach them using many 
parables. 
 
Jesus said, 
‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 
seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night 
and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 
does not know how. The earth produces of itself, 
first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 
 
Jesus also said,  
‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 
 
With many such parables he spoke the word to 
them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak 
to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything in private to his disciples. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your 
Son: sustain us with your Spirit, that we may serve 
you here on earth until our joy is complete in 
heaven, and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 



What Can I join in with further afield? 

 
A virtual prayer walk from Turvey Abbey https://youtu.be/Y37XaiKi6A8  
 
Services at Peterborough Cathedral - for more information please click here:  
https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/services.aspx 
 
Church of England Church Online - for more information please click here:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online 
 
The Church of England’s free phone line with hymns, reflections and prayers - call 0800 804 8044 
 
Listen and sing along to the hymn for the day - https://www.rscm.org.uk/our-resources/hftd/ 
 
Download the Daily Prayer app or Time to Pray app from your App Store which gives you services of prayer 
with set readings for the day. 
 
BBC Radio 4 Prayer for the Day - Listen each day via the BBC Sounds App, here:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000r3q5 or listen live on BBC Radio 4 at 5:43 each morning. 
 
BBC Radio 4 Daily Service - Listen each day via the BBC Sounds App or listen live on BBC Radio 4 at 9:45 
each weekday morning. 
 
BBC Radio 4 - Sunday Worship, live at 8.10 each Sunday 
 
BBC Radio 2 Pause for Thought -  Listen each weekday on the BBC Sounds App, here:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p015nm0y/clips or live on BBC Radio 2 at 9:20am. 

BBC Radio 2 Good Morning Sunday - Listen each Sunday on the BBC Sounds App, here  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006wqvh or live on BBC Radio 2 each Sunday at 6:50am. 

Songs of Praise - Watch on BBC Two at 1:15 each Sunday, or catch up on iPlayer. 

Something Interesting to Read or Listen to?  
If you haven’t discovered it yet, please take a look at Rev Morna’s blog, which she’s aiming to keep up to 
date with a mixture of photographs, reflections and poems: https://teaandtheology.org 
 
On Being (https://onbeing.org/) is full of interesting things to read or listen to with interviews from so many  
marvellous minds. 
 
Poetry Unbound (https://onbeing.org/series/poetry-unbound/) is a series of podcasts with Padraig O Tuama 
reading and exploring a poem - they are wonderful and Rev Morna highly recommends them to you. 
 
Great is They Faithfulness by the World Vision Choir: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TRXRs2O_JBU&list=RDMM&start_radio=1  
 
Blogpost on domestic abuse research in churches in Cumbria: https://www.restored-uk.org/blog/domestic-
abuse-and-power-silence-why-talking-about-domestic-abuse-first-step-forward-churches/?
fbclid=IwAR3W_wUS5q6hkWkJkefuVN2QdwmxeCHT9KI5wJrfglMxdhwX97fAts2Rvno  
If anyone is affected by this article, please do speak to Rev’d Morna or Deborah Rush who is our 
Benefice Safeguarding Officer. 

What Can I join in with in our Benefice? 

 Sunday:  Church Service at 10am, Zoom Church at 10am 

 Tuesday: Prayer and Fellowship at 10.30am, St Margaret’s Denton 

 Wednesday:  Midweek Communion at 9.30am, St Mary’s Grendon 

 

 Tuesday 22nd June: Crafting Group at 2.30pm, venue to be confirmed 

 Monday 28th June:  Julian Group at 7.30pm 
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